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Breaking Rules in Washington
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designer , ' i B
Susan Bednar
Long, a
partner in
Tocar Intenor
Design, which
has an office
ir
Washington.
Photograph
by Melissa
Winslow.
Right, a
dining area
designed by
the firm,
photograph
courtesy of
Tocar Interior
Design. Below
right, an
office by
Tocar, in a
photograph
provided by
the firm.
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“I think that pairing creates a nice push-pull

Whatever the specific combination, the
dun's unkque cockiail of urbane drama and
sheek comfont proved to be o hit.

In 1998, a few months afler r'||1|.-J||nE'_ et
firg collabaortion. Tocar was formed, with the
pair naming the company for the Spanish verh
meaning “bo iouch”™ or "o influence. ™

Theear first josh wms recbomgy a0 mlt-paanese
room for a temple on the Upper East Sade,
before mowving on fo other jobs i Manhattan
aned, eveniually, as dwir Fepubon  gres, o
s i Westchester aml Fairfeld counties,

Boston and Washington, [.C.

Moy, with a sinemm of satisfied oustomens
standing behind them. Ms. Bednar Long and
Ms. Sullivan are reaping the benefits of their
supremely Hght yet assuresd “touch™ &5 Tocar's
repatation ix quickly sscending

Inm the October issue of Howuse Beautifol
mekgaine, Thoar wis niamed as one of the 25
top young desipn fimms, wiath Ms Bodnar Long
and Mz Sullivan heing hailed as ot new
stars. ”

Tocnr progects e mlso been featured in
magazines like House & Ganden, Quest and
Intenior Design.

It commindy seems like Tocar’s panicular aes-
thetic has captuned the design moment b 42

Breathiaking Views

Your Imagination Just Became A Reality

Luxury Without Compromise

Very privade estale sefiing on 25 acres with magical uninderrupied mowniain and valley views -
This wonderful Contemporary home offers o main-level master bedroom swite, three full and one
hearlf baitis, af-houne office, family room, geme room, extensive decking, exiermor balcony and a very
lovedy in~ground free-form heated Gumite pool - All of this is located in a premicr cul-de-sae
reighborhond in CF's #1 small lown i witich to live, and & ait easy NYC or dowit colsnty commiiile.

$ 1,550,000

So if this magwrificent vista speaks io you...

Ann Smith
1 Fealior IrJ'-I'Jﬂ_l'Iﬂ'"l'hrf prifer. ..

Preferred Properties, Inc.
50 North Stréef - .eru.rJrur_r_ [ T
Rl 354 9] 77 Sherman Office

call me




A COMPLEMENTARY TEAM AT TOCAR INTERIOR DESIGN IN WASHINGTON

with its mixture of coolness
and classicizm

“Acstheticallv, 1 think we hive a
fresh eve. All the nomms about  how
vou're supposed o live, we haven't
really gromn up with,” commented
Ms. Bednar Long, a vivacious and
charmingly self-deprecating 30-
something who is currently  eight
months pregnant with her first child.

“Even the mules like you can’i
wear white after Labor Day are
changing,” she noted, "You can do
unconventional things and it"s OK. It
will work because our personalities
are both very creative and very prac-
tical. ™

As examples, Ms., Bednar Long
offered an accouni of a Wesichester
couple that didn't have a dining
room in their home, and felt no need
o add one.

In its place, Ms. Bednar Long ancd
Ms. Sullivan designed a  billiard
rocne, which Ms. Bednar Long said
fit in perfectly with their mome
relaxed lifestyvle

Likewise, another couple, who
had just mmed o Greemwich  from
Noew York City, wanicd o add some
urban flare o their otherwise trmdi-
tionally suburban home by adding «
cool, hap media oo,

“They had bouzht a very subaus
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hien house—a begutiful house—bui 8 suburban house, but
they dsdn’t wamt it 1o be o typical suburban room, ~ she
recilled. = They wanied somsething that was like "Wow!™™

What the designers did was outfi the moom n coclly
peutrs] hoes with bursts of dama fike a zcbm skin
otioman and sreambined lighting fomres. A view of the
finished mom is mailable on Tocar's Web site, [N
www. lncandesign. com

“By the time we finished, that room was like some- ":
thing you'd find in a conl downtown Joft,” Ms. Bednar
Long sasd.

With the opening of the company”™s Washington office,
Ms. Bedmar Long is confident that the Tocar look will
fired & home th the country just as she and her husband
have.

“We love the combinution of miml beauty and sophis-
tication, " she remaurked, addmg thea she oves the pleii
i o artists and artisans that can be found o the aca

“It feels like there are a kot of people up here, both
full-time residents and weckenders, doing  inferesting
lluns'-.," ahe pioted

Ms Bednar Long sabd she often mcorposies their
work into her designs, and hopey (o0 do so even more o
that the compary is working on its first Lischfield County
dhwellme in Liveeville:

“IMy stvle] is more Comnecticul country,” Ms §
Bednar Long, 5 New Cannan native, noted with a smile. [§8

Tocie limterior Design can be reached m Conmectacut - = =
at H;:,Lm,;{_m%” MJ;’, a_..,';'t.w Yhrk it :]:--ﬂ-;'j_lT @ A breakfast area by Tocar Interior Design, photograph courtesy of the firm,




