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 AYOUNG FAMILY BRINGS THEIR CITY.STYLE TO THE GREENWICH SUBURES,
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athryn and Peter Mattis were left weary from
the top-to-bottom renovation they'd done on
their 1898 Brooklyn town house. So when they
decided to move to Greenwich, Connecticut,
they knew they wanted a smoother transition
“We were in no mood for something like that again,” Kathryn
says. ‘I love an old house, but | love the scale of a new
house and the flow of rooms you get with a modern layout.”
They found that perfect combination in the form of a white-
and-gray Georgian Revival-style home built in 2000.

The house was move-in ready, but the couple needed
help infusing the interiors with their edgy, urban aesthetic
An online search led Kathryn to Dallas designer Susan
Bednar Long, who has a second office in Connecticut
and was immediately taken with the home’s gracious
proportions. ‘I thought it was really cool when | first saw
it," she recalls, noting in particular the entry, which has a
vestibule that opens to a gallery-like space that rises to
a large skylight. “The stairs spiral up two flights. It was
very similar to a town house in London | had designed.”

The Mattises already had an impressive collection
of midcentury and modern furnishings and art, which
they asked Long to use as the basis for her design. “|
brought to her a whole town house full of furniture from
Brooklyn,” Kathryn says. “She used all of it and completely
reinvented everything.” The goal was to maintain a
modern look throughout while respecting the home's
traditional architecture.

In the kitchen, for example, Long kept the existing formal
cabinetry, built-ins and moldings but painted them gray. “It
made the space edgier,” she says, explaining an all-white
kitchen felt too chaste. “The look tied in more to the family's
transition from Brooklyn.”

Kathryn requested wallpaper in the nearby dining room,
but Long left the lacquered walls untouched. Instead, the
designer found a compromise. “They were nice glossy walls,
so | said, ‘Let’s put wallpaper on the ceiling,” she says.
The move injected unexpected energy into the space—
and the designer didn't stop there. To play off the couple's
contemporary dining table, she upholstered their traditional

Hermes' Arbre de Vie-covered
poufs steal the show In the family
roam, which is otherwise soothing
and neutral. A vintage printing-
block sculpture from RT. Facts
hangs over the fireplace; the coffee
table Is Maxalto, and the custom-
bound Stark carpet features David
Hicks' Hipple Beads pattern
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“We planned

Bargas, who

O storage

systems for the h o iy
floor laundry room to the s
Long created a pantry and a ¢ made a chic
Italian space from what was a very boring area off the
kitchen,” Bargas says

On the second level, Kathryn asked

give the

master suite a masculine spin—"that hang-out
the wife s

feel”
ys, pointing to the biker-chic stores of fashion

designer John Varvatos as inspiration. The designer started

r iocaton,

with the couple’s existing leather-front dresser and upped the

ante with a spider-like light overhead. Woven saddle-leather

pillows echo the dres

r on the Mattises’ smoky velvet-tufted

bed, and chunky armchairs framed in Holland & Sherry’s
Klimt Grid fabric anchor the seating area. “I love Gustav
Klimt's paintings, and this had the right amount of modern
interesting pattern | found cool for the space,” Long says
The home’s stately white fagade suggests nothing of th

youthful verve that lives inside, yet its mahogany doors,

elaborate molding and extensive wainscoting seem happy

to embrace it. “Susan gets the whole picture,” Kathryn
says. "Everything hits the right note.” I
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